INTRODUCTION
This article presents results obtained by the Costa Sul Program in the coastal region of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, a local integrated coastal management (ICM) initiative, with applicability for other Latin American regions, that is, all of the Americas south of the United States. One of the biggest challenges faced by Latin America in the 21st century is overcoming historical barriers that hinder the full economic development of these countries and the promotion of a technological transition in concert with social justice and ecological balance. 1 This challenge, due to various complex reasons such as the still fragile environmental governance system, is further exacerbated when the Latin American coastal zone is taken into consideration, given that the region lacks an integrated approach to coastal management. 2 The coastal zone in the Latin American region and the Caribbean still presents some characteristic problems at the beginning of the new millennium. According to Agüero, 3 the main problems of the coastal zone can be classified as those relating to the state of the ecosystems and their resources, use conflicts, the lack of institutional support for coastal management, inadequate appropriation by sectors of the community of the goods produced, and finally, problems related to globalization and its local effects. The same author mentions that when considering coastal management actions in Latin America, we still face an incipient character of methods and theories of coastal management. In the same way, there is a noticeable lack of successful and replicated experiences in the region, as well as an urgent necessity for the establishment of conceptual frameworks and theoretical bodies that are more adequate to the Latin American reality.
Located in southern Brazil, the case study featuring ICM in the Patos Lagoon estuary can be taken as representative of similar situations in Latin America. The present article aims at presenting a case study involving a local ICM initiative in southern Brazil, in the State of Rio Grande do Sul, with the possibility for replication in other Latin American regions. The case presented was developed in the region of the low estuary of the Patos Lagoon, which involves the coastal cities of Rio Grande and São José do Norte (Figure 1) . 
